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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 /018W 

119099 

R 091320Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3639 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 

UNCLAS JIDDA 0958 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, SA 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF FRENCH FLOATING TRADE EXHIBIT 

1 . THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN TRADE ORGANIZED A 
"FLOATING FAIR" ABOARD A SHIP, "ILE DE BEAUTE," WHICH 

IS CURRENTLY TOURING VARIOUS ARAB COUNTRIES IN AN EFFORT 
TO PROMOTE FRENCH PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGY. THE SHIP 
VISITED JIDDA FEBRUARY 4 AND 5. EMBOFF VISITED EXHIBIT 
TO ASSESS EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS COMMERCIAL EXHIBITION. 
WITHOUT DOUBT THE EXHIBIT LEFT STRONG IMPRESSION THAT 
IT WAS MOST EFFECTIVE AND WOULD BE COMMERCIALLY SUCCESSFUL. 

2. ACCORDING TO SAUDI COURCES, JIDDA BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
WAS IMPRESSED BY EXHIBIT AND GALA RECEPTION ON THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 5 SHOWED THAT FRENCH HAD TOUCHED RESPONSIVE 
SECTOR OF SAUDI OFFICIAL AND PRIVATE COMMUNITY. 

3. WITH A HORIZONTAL TYPE SHOW THE PRODUCT LINE RANGED 
FROM INDUSTRIAL WORKSHOES TO SOPHISTICATED MILITARY/ 
AEROSPACE HARDWARE. ALSO INCLUDED WERE DISPLAYS ON 
PREFAB CONSTRUCTION WHICH WERE BEING TOUTED AS "IDEALLY 
SUITED" (SIC) FOR THE MIDDLE EAST CLIMATE. PROMINENT 
INDIVIDUALS FROM SAUDI GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTORS 
WERE FETED ABOARD SHIP. FRENCH COMMERCIAL SECTION 

IN JIDDA EXERTED MAJOR EFFORT TO ATTRACT INFLUENTIAL SAUDI 
BUSINESSMEN TO EXHIBIT. SEVERAL OF THE LARGER COMMERCIAL 
PRINCES WERE BROUGHT BY CHAUFFEUR-DRIVEN AUTOMOBILE TO 
VIEW THIS DISPLAY. ONCE ABOARD, SELECTED BUSINESSMEN 
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AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WERE ESCORTED THROUGH SHIP AND 
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GIVEN HAUTE CUISINE MEAL. KEY PERSONS WERE ALSO VIDEOTAPED 
FOR FUTURE COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION IN FRANCH AND OTHER 
ARAB COUNTRIES. 

4. LISTED BELOW IS A SAMPLING OF COMPANIES REPRESENTED 
ABOARD THE EXHIBIT SHIP: 

COMPANY PRODUCT/SERVICE OFFERED 

AIR FRANCE AIRCRAFT, CARGO EQUIPMENT 

DUNLOP TIRES, TIRE-MAKING EQUIPMENT 

TRAILOR, SIC TRAILERS, FREIGHT CONTAINERS 

AMAN MOBILE/EMERGENCY GENERATORS 

(7 TO 500 KV 

SHENDON-COMASEC CONSTRUCTION/INDUSTRIAL WORK- 

CLOTHES/EQUIPMENT 

MULHOUSE INDUSTRIAL GLASSES 

AUSTRASIA INDUSTRIAL WORKSHOES 

CHAUVIN ARNOUX ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT - 

VOLT METERS TO SYNOPTIC 
WIND STATION 

ETS GASTON DUFOUR LATCHES, DRILLS, BITS 

DIAGER HAND DRILLS, BITS 

SAVIEM TRUCKS, BUSES 

CARRCER SECURITY TYPE VANS AND BUSES 

T.R.T. TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPMENT 

MATRA AUDIO/VISUAL EQUIPMENT 

HONEYWELL BULL COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY 

CSEE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT 

TECIMAR SHALLOW WATER PATROL CRAFT 

GEM HERSENT DELONG DOCKS AND OTHER TYPES 

OF PIERS 

SOFREPOST CONSULTING SERVICES 

5. FYI BROCHURES OF COMPANIES LISTED BEING POUCHED WASH- 
INGTON FOR DEPARTMENT AND USDOC. 

6. EMBASSY IMPRESSED BY VARIETY OF PRODUCTS DISPLAYED AND 
COMPANIES REPRESENTED. USDOC MIGHT CONSIDER EMULATING 
THIS EFFORT FOR TOUR OF MEDITERRANEAN AND ARAB COUNTRIES, 
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BUT NOT UNLESS IT IS DONE ON A GRANDER SCALE. 

PORTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 FEB 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976JIDDA00958 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760048-1064 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760268/aaaacidi.tel 

Line Count: 109 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ullricre 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 SEP 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 SEP 2004 by meiwc>; APPROVED <17 SEP 2004 by ullricre> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF FRENCH FLOATING TRADE EXHIBIT 
TAGS: BEXP, SA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



